
2012 Coordinators’ Academy 
 

General Session Changes: 
 
July 31 
Noon - 1:30 p.m.    Lunch and Speaker                 Chesapeake Ballroom A and B 
 

The Virginia Refugee Student Achievement Project: Who is Your Refugee Student?  
Presenter: Dianne Mallory, Senior Program Consultant, Office of Newcomer Services, Virginia Department of 
Social Services 
 

A history of U. S. refugee resettlement and an overview of resettlement in the Commonwealth will be 
highlighted. The presenter will share a refugee child’s journey, entrance into a public school classroom, along 
with key aspects of the child’s adjustment to his or her new Virginia home.    
 
August 1 
Noon - 1 p.m.    Lunch and Speaker                Chesapeake Ballroom A and B 
 

Support to Priority and Focus Schools   
Presenter: Dr. Kathleen Smith 
 

Under the ESEA flexibility provisions, Virginia will offer differentiated supports and interventions for 
underperforming schools. States must identify a number of schools equal to five percent of the state’s Title I 
schools as priority schools based on the performance of the “all students” group and graduation rates. The 
flexibility offer also requires states to identify ten percent of the state’s Title I schools as focus schools based 
on the performance of subgroups and graduation rates. The presenter will share Virginia’s plan for supporting 
priority and focus schools. 
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